












Welles’ Story
After graduating from Boston College, Welles 
became an equities trader at Sandler O’Neill and 
Partners on the 104th floor, 2 World Trade Center. 
He was in his office on September 11, 2001 when 
the attacks on the World Trade Center began.  
Welles was recovered on March 19, 2002 along- 
side the incident commander of the South Tower  
and members of the FDNY. 

Ultimately, Welles’ parents learned that he saved at 
least 10 lives on that infamous day, returning to the 
burning 78th floor sky lobby of 2 WTC several times 
to rescue the wounded. He was identified by the  
victims he saved because of the red bandanna that  
he wore covering his nose and mouth, something  
he always carried with him since childhood.

Award winning ESPN correspondent Tom Rinaldi’s 
NYTimes bestseller”The Red Bandanna” is read  
and studied in schools around the US. Matthew  
Weiss’ documentary film “Man in Red Bandana”  
has been viewed to critical acclaim at major film  
festivals. Honor Crowther Fagan’s children’s  
book, “The Man in the Red Bandanna” and the  
Red Bandanna Project™, social & emotional learning 
lessons based on Welles’ story and example, have 
been received with much enthusiasm by students, 
teachers, coaches and parents around the world.

“Greater love has no man than this,  
that a man lay down his life for his friends”

- John 15:13

and

Dominican College is located in Orangeburg, New York, 
seventeen miles north of New York City and approximately 
three miles north of Bergen County, New Jersey. It is an 
independent college that presently serves 2,100 men and 
women from diverse backgrounds, faiths, & nationalities. 
The Sisters of St. Dominic, founders and early builders  
of Dominican College, followed guiding principles that  
encompassed the College’s fundamental purpose, philos-
ophy, and values. Dominican College has as its mission the 
providing of a value centered, liberal arts-based education 
that enables students to develop the personal, intellectual, 
moral and social competencies needed by people who  
will be known as individuals committed to excellence,  
leadership and service.

www.dc.edu

The Rockland County YMCA, organized in Nyack in 1891, 
serves 7,000 people in 20 locations through programs 
such as youth sports, swimming, lifeguard classes, youth 
& government, physical fitness activities and is open to  
people of all ages, incomes, races, religions and abilities. 
Welles Crowther was an active member at the Nyack “Y”,  
where the values of respect, caring and how to help your 
neighbor are instilled. Welles was a good role model for 
sportsmanship, teamwork, leadership and service to 
others. The YMCA is proud to be a sponsor of Red  
Bandanna U at Dominican College to help educate, inspire 
and encourage young people to reach their full potential.  

www.rocklandymca.org

P.O. Box 780  Nyack, NY 10960



To further opportunity for character development  
and leadership training, the Welles Remy Crowther 
Charitable Trust is engaging with Dominican College, 
Orangeburg, NY and Rockland County YMCA to  
present Red Bandanna U.

Red Bandanna U is a week long, residential program 
for rising high school juniors and seniors that 
will be held Sunday, July 8 through Friday, July 13 
at Dominican College. In cooperation with Do-
minican College and the Rockland County 
YMCA, a full and varied program will be offered 
and include team and leadership building  
activities; immersion into Tom Rinaldi’s “The 
Red Bandanna”, lessons from the Red Bandanna 
Project™ taught by the creators of the curricula; 
field trips to the National September 11 
Memorial and Museum, the Broadway hit Come 
From Away and Empire Hook & Ladder Co.; a day 
of  rigorous character building activities and the 
opportunity for interested students to participate in 
the documentary play “The Legacy of Welles Remy 
Crowther” which will be presented on the final day. 
Additional components are being planned as well.

The all-inclusive tuition, room and board for the 
week long program, partially underwritten by  
generous sponsors, is $950.

For details and an application,  
please visit www.redbandannaproject.org

For questions, please email us at  
crowthertrust@gmail.com 

Civilian hero of 9/11
May 17, 1977 - Sept 11, 2001

The Welles Remy Crowther Charitable Trust was 
established in 2001 by the Crowther family in 
memory of their son, Welles. The mission of the 
Crowther Trust is to assist young people to  
become exemplary adults through education, 
health, recreation and character development.

To that end, the Red Bandanna Project™ was  
developed in partnership with the Fetzer Institute,  
Kalamazoo, Michigan. The Red Bandanna Project™ 
is a collection of social and emotional learning  
curricula developed by a team of highly respected 
educators, several of whom have written curricula 
for the National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum, the NJ Holocaust Commission and the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Lessons on Leadership, Caring for Others, TEAM, 
The Power of One, Bridging Divides Forgiveness  
and Carpe Diem are developed respectively for  
different age and interest groups. 

The responses from students, teachers, coaches 
and parents have been, and continue to be, enthu-
siastic and most positive. Corporate presentations 
have also been received enthusiastically. President 
Obama spoke at length about Welles during the 
Dedication Ceremony of the National September 
11 Memorial & Museum on May 15, 2014.

Please visit www.crowthertrust.org  
and www.redbandannaproject.org  

for more information.

The Welles Remy Crowther Trust is a recognized not-for-profit 
organization under section 501(c) (3)  of the Internal Revenue 

Service Code and is registered with the State of New York.

Welles Remy Crowther was raised in Upper Nyack, NY.  
He was a three sport varsity athlete and high honors  

student at Nyack High School. He joined Empire Hook 
and Ladder Co., No. 1 at the age of 16 as a junior  

firefighter. Welles went on to Boston College where  
he played varsity lacrosse, #19, graduating in 1999  

with a BA in Economics. 

Please visit www.ESPN.com and search  
“Man in Red Bandanna” for the Sports Emmy  
award-winning documentary about Welles.

at Dominican College


